The Geometry of Paradise

Visualizing the Infinite: Insights
from The Twenty-Eighth Word
by Bediuzzaman Said Nursi ofCompor
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The Paradox of Infinite Bounty
The Source Text (Hadith):

Some of the people of Paradise are given lands as extensive as the world, and
thousands of palaces and hundreds of thousands of houris are bestowed on them.

The Core Question:

What need has a single, finite person of all these things?
How is this mathematically or physically possible?
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Reassessing the
Nature of Man

If man were only a simple animal body,
vast celestial palaces would be absurd.
However, human ambition is so vast
that ruling the entire transitory world
cannot satisfy our subtle faculties.
Man is a comprehensive miracle of
power.

Simple Corporeality
The Stomach

Worldly Ambition
The Transitory World

Comprehensive Miracle of Power
Subtle Faculties
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The Logic of Infinite Need

The bounties of Paradise are not arbitrary excesses; they are the direct
mathematical output of human nature meeting Divine attributes.
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The Mechanics of Non-Exclusive Ownership

Even though they have different owners, birds and honey-bees who eat only a handful of grain can truthfully say:
“All these gardens are my pleasant resorts.” Others sharing the garden do not invalidate the bird's ownership; rather,
the other creatures adorn the house like decorations. Universal access does not negate absolute personal claim.
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Scaling the Ownership Model

“If a human—or even a bird—can claim disposal over such a vast sphere in a narrow, fleeting world, being granted ownership
of property stretching over a five hundred year distance in a broad, eternal abode of bliss is entirely logical.”
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Earthly vs. Heavenly Physics

To understand how one can inhabit thousands of palaces simultaneously, we must abandon the
physics of the dense and dark narrow world and understand the physics of a luminous existence.

The Earthly Form The Heavenly Form
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The Anatomy of Luminous Presence

Just as the sun is present in the exact same way, at the exact same
time, in numerous mirrors, a luminous entity can be present in
many places simultaneously without being divided or diminished.

100% presence
in every reflection
without division.
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The Observable Hierarchy of Multi-Rresence

The capacity to exist and act in multiple places simultaneously is
already observable across varying degrees of luminous existence.
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Ordinary People: Experiencing a year's work within a one-minute dream;
the heart and imagination contacting numerous places at once.
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The Mechanics of Paradise: A Synthesis

Because the people of Paradise have bodies with the lightness of spirit and the swiftness of imagination,
existing in hundreds of thousands of places at once is the functional reality of eternal Paradise.
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This tiny mind cannot perceive the true meanings,
For this scale cannot bear such a weight.
— Bediuzzaman Said Nursi
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Glory be unto to You! We have no knowledge save that which You have taught us; indeed, You are All-Knowing, All-Wise. (Qurian, 2:32)
&\ D O our Sustainer! Do not call us to task if we forget or fall into error. (Quran, 2:286)
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